HA7701  Mustang review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
The model comes packaged in the standard Hobby Master box with attractive graphics and a photo of the actual model that is inside. The model is protected inside by the clear plastic blister pack. Be careful when separating the two halves because when they separate you could have the small pieces go flying. I suggest you place the model in the middle of a good sized table so if there is any spillage the parts won’t be hard to find.

I won’t bother to describe the paint scheme and markings because you probably have already seen the photos on my website. http://hobbymastercollector.com/HA7701EaglestonP-51D.html 

but I will tell you that the quality of the paint and its application is top notch. The markings are of the same high standards that Hobby Master has become known for.

This model is 99% metal. The entire fuselage and all control surfaces are metal. The propeller and spinner are metal and the flaps move. Parts of the landing gear are metal. While I’m on the subject of landing gear you couldn’t ask for an easier method of changing from wheels down to wheels up. For the wheels down version the entire assembly is one piece that simply inserts into the wing and fuselage. The wheels are rubber but don’t roll.
The only problem I had with this model is opening the canopy. It is designed to slide back and show you the interior but I had difficulty getting it to release and slide. With some persistence and pressure I finally got the canopy to slide but I had to be very careful I didn’t apply too much force and drive the canopy too far back and ending up breaking it. I would suggest leaving it open, closed or 80% closed so you don’t have to go through this every time. Once you do get the crystal clear canopy open Hobby Master has supplied a Lt. Col. Eagleston figure that can be used or not depending on your preference.
Either sitting on wheels or on the stand that is provided this is an excellent piece of workmanship and belongs in any Mustang collection. If this is a typical example of P-51s to come we are in for a real feast.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions. You won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

