HA7201 review

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The model comes well secured in a custom fit styrofoam container. The plane is cover with a sheet of clear plastic to protect the paint from being rubbed off by the styrofoam.
The paint is the customary exquisite Hobby Master finish with no signs of errors. They used a nice dark blue for the fuselage and wings along with white for the wheel wells and gear. This combination was the common scheme used in Korea. The nose and tip tanks on this particular plane are painted in a very eye catching red thunder bolt pattern. There are no panel lines that I can see.

The markings are mainly white with silver leading edges on the wings and present a definite contrast to the navy blue fuselage. The markings are flawless and are just another fine feature of this model.

The entire fuselage is metal and so is the vertical stabilizer. The horizontal stabilizer is plastic. This being the first effort by Hobby Master with folding wings I have to say I like the concept but their method of hinging leaves room for improvement. The hinges are quite noticeable and take away from an otherwise great model. I’m told that Hobby Master has delayed further releases as they work to develop an improved method of hinging. From a few sneak peeks at the pre-production version of release number two; I have to say the new method will be exceedingly better.
The canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. The canopy can slide open and closed with very little effort. Inside the cockpit is one of the best finished interior that I have seen in a die-cast plane. There are plenty of white outlined instruments that really stand out on a black background. There is a stick and the seat is well shaped. This is a pre-production model and there is no pilot provided. I don’t know if the retail version will have a pilot but the second release will come with one.
Another great innovation on these F9F models is the landing gear. The gear is hinged and already mounted so all you have to do is carefully lower it. The landing gear doors and a few other parts are left for you to do. The dive brakes and flaps also are hinged and movable. There is a display stand provided for those of you that like to see the model in flight.

The model comes with 3 rockets and a bomb slung under each wing and already attached. Hobby Master did a really good job painting these rockets and bombs.
Everything on this model except for the hinges on the wings fit well within tolerances. The only thing that left any space was the seam where the two pieces of canopy come together.
This is only the first 1/48 F9F release and it needs some improvements that I have been assured are coming with all future releases. Other than the hinged wings this is a super looking model.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

