HA7102 review

Spitfire Mk. XIVc, DW-D, 610 Sqn.,Sqn Ldr, R. Newbery, June 1944
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into anything technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
The model I received is a pre-production version and the color of the letters and the fuselage band are white. The retail version will have these parts painted Sky the same color as the propeller hub. This is a very nice looking Spitfire with the bubble canopy. The paint and markings are of the best quality that we expect from Hobby Master. The paint is applied very evenly and the markings are all pad applied. They added what looks like screw fasteners around the cowling using the tampo pad method and I think they have done a nice job of it. There is no weathering and panel lines are not a factor.

The model is very much die-cast metal and there is no mistaking it even the propeller is metal. The landing gear is metal with rubber tires that are stationary. The gear retracts into the fuselage but the first time or two doing this will take a little patience as the fit is very tight and wants to stay in place so that when the wheels are down they won’t collapse from the weight of the model. It will take a little gentle coaxing to get the gear out of the wells for the first time.

The tail control surfaces are movable and the covers to the wing guns can be removed to reveal the 2 machine guns housed inside.

The canopy does slide open or close but if you use the pilot that is provided the small tabs on the inside of the canopy to hold it in place will hit his shoulders. This feature really is meant to slide it open or closed and to leave it once you have the figure situated. Some comments have been made that the figure doesn’t sit high enough in the cockpit so Hobby Master is going to produce a new pilot with a parachute. Because the parachutes were sat on this will elevate him enough to correct this. The new pilot won’t be available for the first few releases. The left side door does swing down like the real one and it gives a better view of the pilot and interior. The instrument panel is well appointed with white outlined gauges but there is a lack of a stick. The rearview mirror on the pre-production model is clear plastic and needs to be painted. I don’t know if the retail version has this part painted or not.

Considering this isn’t the completed retail version I find it is quite well made, no gaps to speak of and all the parts and molds seem to fit together extremely well. Any screw holes in the bottom of the fuselage have plugs over them so they don’t show when the model is on the display stand that is included.

This variant is a must for Spitfire collectors because of the quality, detail, price and uniqueness.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

