HA7101 review

Supermarine Spitfire Mk. XIVe, JEJ MV268

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Packaging: the model comes well secured in the standard Hobby Master clear plastic shell. The top portion of the shell lifts off with a little wiggling so be careful you don’t shake it too much because the little parts will go everywhere. 

Paint, panel lines and markings: Applied with the usual expertise Hobby Master has become known for the paint and markings are exquisite. Every marking is tampo (pad) applied and is clean, smooth and bright. The panel lines on the upper half of the model are very nicely done. The bottom half is white so the panel lines do show but not to the extent that they are unsightly. Detailing has been added around the engine cowling to represent the bolts used to fasten the metal on the frame over the engine. These are pad printed and really add an extra degree of detail without over doing it. There is nothing about this model that says, “overdone”.

Fuselage: Looking for a good sized model Spitfire that is about 98% metal then look no further. The entire fuselage, the large 5-bladed propeller, the wings and horizontal stabilizers and tail wheel are all metal, yes even the prop!! The rudder and elevators are made of heavy plastic. The landing lights are clear plastic.
Canopy, cockpit and pilot: The canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. There is a rear view mirror located on the top of the windscreen. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. All you have to do is slide the canopy back, it has 2 tabs that fit inside the cockpit and hold it in place. There are two minor issues with the tabs. When you slide the canopy back or forward these tabs have a tendency to hit Johnnie’s (yes there is a pilot figure and a nice one at that) shoulders knocking him out of position. Secondly when you have the left side door down and the canopy is all the way back there is nothing for the left tab to clip under, so be careful if moving the model when it is in this arrangement, the canopy can easily fall off, as it just did for me. The cockpit is well appointed with a green interior and an instrument panel that has white outlined gauges and makes them really stand out. The only thing missing on my pre-production model is a stick.

Landing gear and stand: The gear is retractable and made of metal. The pre-production model has some difficulty clearing the scoops when opening or closing but the retail version won’t have this happen. This is why there are pre-production models, to try the fit and finish and any corrections can be made before you get yours. When all is done and corrected this will be a very nice feature for those of you who like to raise and lower the landing gear. When sitting on the wheels the landing gear has no problem holding the weight of the model. When it comes to the stand a nice surprise was the replacement of the vertical arm that fits between the top and bottom pieces that still are plastic. This metal arm definitely holds the model firmly in place with no sign of wobble. The model fits quite easily on top of the stand and held in place by 2 tabs in front and 2 tabs in back of the pedestal.

Fit:  The over all fit is very good with no noticeable gaps or cracks. The removable ammo bay covers fit very snuggly and the canopy slides smoothly. The all metal propeller spins freely and true with out any wobble. Don’t let the shape of the propeller fool you into thinking it is the wrong shape. The Griffon engines rotated in the opposite direction of previous engines so the blades are shaped the way they are to compensate for this.

Summation: With this being Hobby Master’s first foray into 1/48 Spitfires I really have to say they went out of their way to make this an extra special model, such an iconic airplane deserves this. If you like Spitfires, if you like JEJ, if you like1/48 scale, if you like excellent model planes then HA7101 has all of these. There are only 2000 available world-wide and I’m sure they will disappear quickly. If you are one of the lucky 2000 then you can consider yourself as lucky.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

