HA7004 review Brewster B339C

Netherlands East Indies Army Air Corps, 1942, Lt. Deibel

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
This is the 4th installment of the 1/48 scale Hobby Master Brewster Buffalo. The model has a 2-tone green and brown camo paint finish on the top and silver under the wings and belly. The markings are extremely well done and I really like the Rhino logo on both sides of the fuselage. The white band around the rear of the fuselage and the orange triangle with a black border really stand out against this fairly dark paint scheme. Like all the other Hobby Master Buffaloes the paint and marking are clean crisp and superbly done and panel lines are not an issue.

The fuselage is completely metal with only the movable rudder being plastic. The entire retractable undercarriage is made from metal as well and this all adds up to one hefty model. Hobby Master has gone all out with the Brewsters giving them retractable gear with free rolling rubber tires on the main gear, a canopy that actually slides back to the open position, a rudder that moves, an exquisite engine with a free spinning prop, 2 bombs one for under each wing.

The canopy and belly window are made from crystal clear plastic and give you a clear view of the interior. Even in the cockpit Hobby Master took great care to provide a first-rate interior with an instrument that has a lot of detail and the instrument gauges are all outlined in white so the detail really stands out. They even provided the rudder foot pedals and a stick, a super cockpit. Alas, no pilot.

Hobby Master gives you the option of displaying the model sitting on the landing gear or placing it on the stand that is included. Either way it models a terrific model.

Fit and finish are marvelous with the entire model assembled with great precision. Like the other Buffaloes this is a model that will just keep on drawing your attention. I don’t know exactly what it is, whether it is the finish, shape, the fact that this is a plane that has been long overdue in die-cast or the combination of all these things and more. This definitely is a superb model for any collection.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
