HA7003 review 1/48 scale USN Brewster F2 A2 USS Long Island
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

At first glance this model looks rather plain with a solid grey paint scheme and not a lot of markings. But the more I look at it the more I appreciate the lines shapes and details of what became a very nice model for me once I had time to sit and fully examine it.

Paint: the well-known expertise of the Hobby Master painters has been extended to this model, no surprise! It is flawless without any streaks runs or bare spots. The panel lines are high lighted with the signature Hobby Master wash but not to an over done result. The wash really does work well on this paint scheme. There is no sign of weathering or exhaust stain that would have been striking against the all grey finish.

Markings: although there aren’t many markings it seems to be appropriate for the paint scheme. Each one is tampo applied with the outmost care resulting in the highest quality end product. The National insignia with the red meatball center really is a standout on this grey paint scheme. There are no other flashy colors to distract your eyes from the insignia so they are drawn right to them. The red center acts like a bulls-eye, no wonder this particular symbol was changed for one less conspicuous. The other markings are the white identification numbers on the fuselage and tri-color tips on the propeller blades that you can spin.

Metal: we have lots and lots of metal. The wings fuselage and stabilizers are all metal even the landing gear. 

Moving parts: like the other 1/48 Hobby Master Brewsters the rudder actually can be moved. The all-metal landing gear is tucked into the fuselage but a steady gentle pull on the rubber wheels will lower them. Each wheels has to be done separately. Once both are down you simply take the cross brace and put it through one wheel well and out the other. This brace slides into a slot inside the wheel well and each wheel fits into the horseshoe shape at the end of the brace. This locks the gear in place so when you stand the plane on its rolling rubber wheels it doesn’t do a belly flop. This is a very unique feature and adds a lot to the overall appeal of this model. There should be a small instruction sheet included with the model that demonstrates this procedure. The little white nylon or plastic piece you are probably going to look at and say “what the heck is this for?” is meant to help you push the gear into the horseshoe brace but personally I find it just as easy to use my fingers. The tail wheel is solid metal and doesn’t turn or swivel.

Cockpit: one of the nicest features of this model is its sliding canopy. The perfectly clear plastic canopy is designed to slide back and forth in a track just like the actual plane. This feature does add an extra touch of realism. Mind you with the canopy being to scale some care has to be taken when sliding it because it isn’t sitting on ball bearings or in a really deep groove. The end result is a model that when the canopy is in the open position actually stays in place and doesn’t fall off each time you move it. Inside is a very well done instrument panel with white gauges on a black panel. This really makes the whole thing stand out. A stick and rudder pedals will bring your attention to what was a Plexiglas floor panel used to aid the pilot in dropping bombs. To finish off the interior is a bucket seat with straps and headrest all packaged in cockpit green. And to finish off the enemy a telescopic gun sight sits on top of the instrument panel and extends through the windscreen. The only thing missing from the cockpit is a pilot figure and hopefully this will be corrected on future models.

Ordnance: the model comes with 2 small bombs fastened to pylons, one for under each wing. If you want to display the model without bombs but want the pylons to be installed I’m quite sure with minimal effort the bombs can be detached.

Stand: a stand is provided that gives you with the option of displaying the model standing on its landing gear or on the stand with or without the gear deployed.

Overall fit: I found all the parts fit in place very snug without any gaps being left. Just one more thing to add to the total appeal of this model.

When all is said and done this is an excellent model and would be a first-rate addition to any 1/48 scale collection or for that fact any collection.
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