HA7002 Brewster B339-E "Buffalo" NF-O, W8138, RNZAF 488 Sqn, Singapore, late 1941

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.


This is the second release in the Hobby Master - 1/48 scale Air Power Series. I have to tell you that the second is just as nice as the first. This scale seems to be perfect for the Brewster to show off the best traits of this plane. It is just a solid piece of craftsmanship no matter where you look. There is no doubt that you are getting a die-cast metal model, it is solid.

The overall eye appeal is excellent, sitting on or off the stand, wheels up or down. While I’m mentioning wheels I have to tell you that the wheels do retract into the fuselage quite nicely. That’s right retract not pull off or push into to a slot, they tuck up into the belly. It is very easy to convert from wheels up or down it’s just a matter of gently pulling on the wheels and they swing down; add the metal v-shaped strut and you are done. The entire process might take 30 seconds no matter if you are opening the wheels or closing them. The wheels are rubber and they do roll.

The canopy is well shaped and will actually slide giving you a view of what I would call a terrific looking cockpit. There is a well-displayed instrument panel along with a stick and foot pedals and of course the Plexiglas floor panel.

The prop is free spinning and fits tightly in place there is no wobbling, as it turns so no worry about it falling off. The rudder can be moved back and forth if you are so inclined. There is a 500-pound bomb available for each wing.

All of this is packaged in or attached to a model with a superbly applied paint finish. The markings on the wings, fuselage and tail are as usual for Hobby Master, tampo applied with great results. The small dragon found on either side of the cockpit really adds to the overall appeal of this beauty.

Like everything though nothing in this world is perfect, but my wife begs to differ and she isn’t referring to me. I would have liked to see the lettering on the fuselage sides done in a slightly lighter, more of an off white color. This would have made them stand out more but since this is a pre-production version the final version might already have addressed this. Also the small rear-view mirror that should sit outside on top of the windscreen wasn’t supplied but it too may be there in the retail version.

In my opinion these Brewsters are an excellent choice if you are a propeller lover. I don’t think any display would be complete without at least one Hobby Master - 1/48 scale Brewster. It fits into what I call the “Goldilocks” category, it’s not too big and it’s not too small it’s just right.
All personal opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.

