HA7001 - Brewster F2A-2 "Buffalo", 3-F-11, USN VF-3, USS Saratoga,
pre-WWII paint scheme 

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I thought the Stuka models were very nice, the Dauntless the Hellcats and the Avengers too. Then came one of the nicest surprises I’ve ever had collecting die-cast planes. It is so simple looking but yet it held my attention for the longest time. Maybe it is the simplicity, maybe it’s the shape perhaps it’s the sliding canopy I guess it is the whole package that has captured my attention. The first Brewster F2A-2 Buffalo in 1/48 scale just has me sitting here with a little smile on my face every time I look at it. For 2 days now this gem has been sitting on my computer desk just waiting for me to start writing about it but I’m not sure where to start. There is no one area or feature that deserves being mentioned more than another. Front to back side-to-side top to bottom this model is just beautiful. As the kids say today it is KEWL!!!!!!!  The flawless silver and yellow paint scheme is a definite showstopper. I think the pictures speak for themselves better than I can. The markings such as Felix The Cat the lettering and National insignia are top notch. There are panel lines but get over it they actually work on this model and are not over powering at all.

The canopy is exceptional and slides in a slot for easy and realistic action. With it open it reveals a very well done cockpit with a nicely laid out instrument panel and stick as well as foot pedals.

The propeller is nice and large like it should be with three colors on the blade tips. Hobby Master did a very fine job on the window in the floor and even added the floodlights under each wing. Suspended from each wing you can have a 500-pound bomb if you so desire.

One of the niftiest ideas, yes I said nifty, are the landing gear and how they retract up into the wing. That’s right, I said retracts. All you have to do is gently pull on the little bit of each wheel that shows even when they are fully retracted and they swing down into an extended position. By the way, the wheels are rubber and roll. Take the little v-shaped metal piece and slide it in one hole in the fuselage where the wheels were so that half of the vee is hanging out each hole and pointing down. There is a tab on the point of the vee so all you have to do is slide it back until it fits under an overhang that holds it in place. Don’t panic I just make it sound difficult. The only way it could be simpler would be if I came to your house and did it for you.

This is what it should look like when you put the vee arm in the wheel-well opening. 
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This shows you how the vee attaches to the wheels.
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Along with retractable Hobby Master has made a workable rudder and I must say it is properly done and looks wonderful.

Sitting on the wheels or perched on the stand that is included this is one exciting model. I never thought I could be so excited about such a plane but between Hobby Master and Brewster the YES factor is back for me and I’m sure it will be for you. I can honestly say, if you like 1/48 prop planes this is an absolute must and you deserve to treat your self to one or both of the Brewsters. And that’s the truth!!!!!!!!

All personal opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.


