HA3401 review

The Hobby Master release of the Japanese F-1 is a very nice looking bird. More than nice, B.E.A.U.T.I.F.U.L. It is one sweet looking bird. As you would expect from Hobby Master the paint and markings are super and very eye-catching. The green-tan combination works very well and is a nice change from the all grays of most of the modern day jets.

The main wings and fuselage are die-cast metal and the horizontal and vertical stabilizers are plastic. This model definitely has some heft to it due to the large amount of metal used.

I found all the parts fit extremely well and any add-ons were simple to install and they stayed in place because of the close tolerances of each part. There are lots of missiles and fuel tanks and as I mentioned they all fit on very nicely without any glue. The canopy is nice and clear and opens quite easily to display a very nice cockpit. There are 2 canopies provided. To remove the canopy from the model lift straight up, don’t try to hinge it or bend it open. One canopy is a closed version while the second gives you the open look.

There is a pilot figure included.
All the weapons, fuel tanks and landing gear fit precisely in the allocated slots and remain there until you take them off, no glue needed. The main landing is great because it is a one-piece unit that simply pushes into the belly, no small parts to fiddle with. The wheels are rubber but don’t roll but as I said in previous reviews “once the model is in my display case it isn’t going any where so rolling wheels is not a big thing with me”. 

The only draw back is if you want to display the model on the stand that is provided you will have to remove the center-line accessories. Personally I like to display the aircraft on the stand with the gear down so the weapons had to go. This model looked so great with the ordnance under the fuselage I had to think long and hard about removing them and displaying it on the stand. I almost decided to have it stand on the gear but I didn’t. I can quite easily change my mind at any time and take the model off the stand and replace the ordnance under the belly.

A word of warning; be careful of the Pitot tube on the nose. It is small and easy to forget about it and while getting the model ready to display you could hit it and snap it off.

I really love this aircraft and the fact that it isn’t made by one of the usual aircraft companies it makes it even more appealing. This model will stand out in any collection. Breakaway from the norm and take a serious look at the F-1, you won’t regret it. 
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models. You won’t find any paid advertising, spam or pop-ups.

