HA2108 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
The model comes packaged in the standard Hobby Master box with attractive graphs of the sky and the aircraft that is inside. The model is protected inside by the clear plastic blister pack. Be careful when separating the two halves because when they separate you could have the small pieces go flying. I suggest you place the model in the middle of a good sized table so if there is any spillage the parts won’t be hard to find.

Let’s cut right to the chase. Somewhere along the way in the production of this model the vertical tail was painted silver with blue stars instead of white with the blue stars on it. If you must have a perfect example of a Thunderbird’s F-100 then stop reading because by now you know why.
If you are looking for a terrific looking F-100 then this is a perfect example. Other than the small paint issue this bird is about as good as it gets.

Unlike the first release the burn ring marks around the engine are not there because this was supposed to be a pristine example of the aircraft. The panel lines are a thing of the past and won’t be found on this or as far as I know any other Hobby Master models yet to be released.

This plane is all metal except for the canopy. The fuselage, wings and both the vertical and horizontal stabilizers are metal. Even the landing gear is metal.

The canopy is very clear with very little distortion on the curves; you really have to look hard to notice. The canopy is hinged at the rear and lifts to show the cockpit that has a good instrumentation panel stick and seat. Hobby Master supplied a pilot figure that is loose so you can add it or leave it out, your choice. The pilot figure has become a standard feature with Hobby Master aircraft.

They even provided a couple of variants of the refuel probe. And yes they both are candy striped.
The model can be displayed on the stand that is provided with the wheels up because the doors have to be closed to place it on the stand. There is a small silver plug in the fuselage just in front of the main gear. Remove this so the small knob on top of the stand can sit in it and help to keep the plane situated on top. You don’t have to remove any weapons if you opt for “on the stand”. The plane can be displayed with gear up or down, your choice.

I found the fit to very good even around the canopy. The gear all went on and easily, no struggle with any parts.

I recommend that you pay extra special attention to the wing fences; they can be broken off when handling the model if you aren’t careful.

As for the HA2108 it is a definite “must have” if you love colorful aircraft. I think you’ll find that you pick this model up for less than you would expect.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions. You won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

