HA1802 review

Bf-110  Martin Drewes

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
The model is a good weight; you definitely can tell that the largest portion of it is metal with very little use of plastic. The general appearance of the model seems to be better than in the photographs. I find the markings and paint are very detailed and well applied in the usual Hobby Master manner. The group emblem below the cockpit, the victory markings on the vertical tail, lettering and balkenkreuz and oh yes, the swastikas all are exquisite. I’ve heard someone say the blotches of grey look awful or they just don’t look right. Well to my untrained eyes they look pretty good. Most of the blotches show signs of feathering along the edges and they’re not just blobs of paint. I always look at it this way; if I had an airbrush could I do any better and the answer is no, not even close. I suppose there are a few people out there that have made 1,000 models and are classified as expert painters could do as well or maybe even a little better but the assembly doesn’t stop for hours as one person applies the paint.

The landing gear is made of metal except for the long brace. The propeller, antenna, canopy and a few small parts are plastic with the rest metal. The canopy is nice and clear but does show a small gap around the front between it and the fuselage. It probably could be corrected if I took a minute and scraped a little excess plastic off the bottom edge further back but it doesn’t look bad enough for me to bother.

Once inside the cockpit you’ll find a nice of seats, a stick and an instrument panel with white gauges on a black panel.

The undercarriage is fairly easy to change from wheels up to down. It is only a matter of inserting the landing gear into the holes in the wheel wells and adding the open version of the doors. There isn’t a whole lot of fiddling with parts that will make a lot of you happy. The only caution I have with the landing gear is watch for the small antenna that is located on the front of the strut. It is small and easily missed and broken off when you are adding the undercarriage. There is a ladder and antenna sticking down from the fuselage just behind the port wing, again use caution when handling the model. Another caution is advised for the radar antennae on the nose. They do stick out and if you catch them on something they might snap off. While I’m talking about the antennae I must tell you that they look fine to me. Some people have commented that they look too big or too heavy but to me they look like they belong with this model. I didn’t get my calipers out but their size and thickness seem very satisfactory. If they were a tiny bit oversized it would only be because Hobby Master deliberately made them this way just to avoid having them fragile.

What I find wrong with this model is there still isn’t a crew, the aileron mass balance weights are pointing to the back and should be pointing forward and there is a small space where the bottom half of the plane joins the top half. The space runs from just behind the wing to the W in WD on the port side but seems fine on the starboard side. This space isn’t huge or gaping and certainly doesn’t make this an undesirable model.

The weapons for under the wing are an option that Hobby Master gives you to use or not use depending on your taste. There is a stand provided and again it is optional depending on the way you like to display your model. Personally I like a dirty plane, on the stand with the wheels down and weapons hanging from every spot possible. But if you like the clean look that is easily accomplished.

I think if you stop and consider the price we pay, the number of molds that have to be combined to make this model, the labor of painting and marking and the fact that there probably are 2000 of them made, I’m sure you will consider this a good model and want it for your display.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

