HA1801 review

Bf-110G-2/R3, 2N+EM, II/ZG 76 (2nd Group, 76 Zerstörergeschwader – 

Heavy Fighter wing) Defense of the Reich

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into anything technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
First impression, a very nice looking model. I find the paint scheme well applied and the markings are limited but what there are are excellent. This model has the Balkenkreuz and the swastika already on the model so this should prove very appealing to the purists among us. I like the mottled paint better in person than in the pictures and panel lines are not a problem or concern. I would say Hobby Master’s new approach of applying or not applying a wash based on each individual model is working well.

The weight of this model is excellent with the minimum amount of plastic being used. The fuselage, wings and engines are all made of metal. The undercarriage main components are also metal with a few plastic parts and the wheels are rubber. I found the fit of the landing gear a little tight and had to be persuaded with a little pressure before they would sit in the holes deep enough. All the landing gear doors also went into place nicely without any problem. The addition of weapons was a very simple procedure and fit in place under the wings without any struggle. These weren’t overly snug nor were they falling off but I would suggest using the smallest drop of white glue possible just to be on the safe side.

The propeller blades are plastic and spin freely. The cannons under the nose and the guns sticking out the back of the cockpit as well as the pitot tube are plastic and they do stick out so be very conscious of them or you will snag them and break them off.

The canopy is nice and clear and fits fairly well with a minimal amount of space between it and the fuselage. The canopy can be removed to display the inside that has an instrument panel with white outlined gauges. There are 2 small tabs formed in the fuselage at the front of the cockpit that 2 pins from the front portion of the canopy sit in. I find these stick out inside the cockpit and block a clear view of the instrument panel and joystick. I think Hobby Master probably could have gotten away without these 2 tabs as there are 4 other tab and pin combinations to hold it in place, a rather minor point. The inside shows a simple interior with seats and a very simple representation of twin machine guns sticking out the rear of the canopy. There is no pilot or crew figures so they probably could have just fastened the canopy on permanently but I suppose if you have a spare pilot you can insert drop him in the seat. Eventually pilots will be a standard feature in all Hobby Master planes and I must say they will be very much appreciated.

If you stop and look at all the different molds that go together to make this model and appreciate the precision fit of them all, you will definitely appreciate the skill and expertise Hobby Master puts into each model. There are no glaring gaps and canyons on this or any of the Hobby Master models that I have seen. Factor in this precision along with the price and you have a model you will be very pleased with.

Being the very first Bf-110 out of the Hobby Master hangar I would have to say they are off to a flying start. Sorry for the pun, I just couldn’t help myself. Perched atop the display stand that is included this is a very outstanding model overall and I think you’d be hard pressed to find a better-looking plane to add to your collection.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

