HA1703 review

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
 Hobby Master has delivered another fine example of the Airacobra, this time the Airacobra Mk. 1 as the RAF called them or the P-400 as the export version was called by the US. These aircraft were relatively small when compared to other WWII fighters and to me they are real little gems sitting in a display case.

The model has a large percentage of metal and a minimum of plastic. The landing gear is metal with wheels that don’t roll. The propeller, horizontal stabilizers, canopy and display stand are plastic with the rest being metal. Oh yes, the optional bomb and accessories are plastic and so is the pilot figure that is included. It is nice to see Hobby Master provide these aircraft with pilots and the nice thing is they can be used as an option. They aren’t permanently glued in the seat so if you are someone that doesn’t want a pilot in your model you can leave the little guy out. The same applies for the accessories; their application is optional.

Both the front and rear sections of the canopy can be removed; why the back portion is removable I don’t know but probably for ease of manufacturing. Both pieces are perfectly clear with no signs of hazing or distortion. Inside the cockpit you’ll find a nice display of gauges on a black instrument panel. As always this color combination makes these small features stand out and become very noticeable. It’s little things like this that definitely add to the collectivity of a model. Hobby Master also included a stick so be careful when you are inserting or extracting the pilot. They guns in the wing and propeller are correct for this variant.

The paint and markings live up to the high standards we have come to expect from Hobby Master and there is no sign of a wash or if there is it is very slight. There isn’t a blemish or smudge to be found. The camouflage pattern is pretty close to being correct. Close enough that you really have to be an expert on these patterns or you’ll have to find a picture of the real plane and look hard to see the differences.

Speaking of differences their will be people, at first myself being one of them, who say Hobby Master got it wrong because there are only 6 exhaust stubs coming out each side instead of 12. I was looking through Squadron Signal Aircraft in Action 1043 Bell P-39 Airacobra and on page 9 there it was, a picture of this plane at Duxford during WWII. Sure enough there were only 6 stubs per side.

The fit of the various molds to produce the finished product usually isn’t a problem with Hobby Master models and this one is no different. There is a very tiny line where the wings fasten to the fuselage but this is well within an acceptable tolerance. Paint and precision fit of major components normally is of no concern on their models. To change the plane from wheels up to wheels down set up is very simple and quick. It is like most of Hobby Master’s models you just insert the part into a hole. 

The one thing that seems to plague the P-39 models is a slightly loose propeller. Either the hole in the back of the propeller where the shaft inserts is too shallow or the shaft itself is just a hair too long. It is just enough to keep the propeller from sitting flush against the nose. Be careful of the gun sticking out of the propeller hub.

Overall this is a great little plane with only a minor correction needed. The P-39 (400s) are like the 1/48 F2A2 Buffalo that Hobby Master makes. There just is something about them that really makes them special. Maybe it is the size when compared to most other fighters of the era, maybe it’s the lines or maybe the unique configuration of engine and doors or maybe it’s all of this. All I know is I find them great to look at and the more I look the better I like them.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

