HA1504 review 

AT-6A Texan X-524 AAC training base Luke Field, Arizona, 1942
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Packaging: The model comes well secured in the standard Hobby Master clear plastic shell. The top portion of the shell simply lifts off with out any effort, at least on the pre-production model. Be careful when you take the top off not to lose the small pieces for the optional canopy. Push the 4 dimples in that are holding the wings down and the model comes loose. Hobby Master has made every effort to make these dimples soft enough to be pushed in but firm enough to hold the plane in place. Each part is located in a contoured pocket that is made to fit that part only. I can’t comment on the outer box as I only get pre-production versions in a plain white box. Hobby Master will be using a new box soon if they haven’t already started.

Paint and markings: Some other companies have tried to recreate a natural metal finish and they failed but Hobby Master has done a wonderful job. The paint has been skillfully applied with out any streaks or smudges. The tampo-applied markings are u to the usual high standards that Hobby Master has come to be known for. The vivid red and white stripes and the meatball national insignias all combine to make this model a standout without being too over the top. US Army printed under the wings is sharp and very visible as it was meant to be on the actual plane. The black anti-glare panel on the top of the cowling along with some black on the tail and the inner wing are such a contrast to the red and white as well as the all silver finish that it helps to tie the complete paint scheme together. The wash on this model is at an absolute minimum and goes very well with the metal finish. The panel lines are not a concern on this model.

Fuselage: The entire fuselage, tail, stabilizers, cowling, landing gear are all made of metal. There might be 5 or 6 % plastic on this plane and it is in the cockpit area and the propeller. I have had one or two people say they didn’t like the looks of the engine, that it looked too cheap, not enough detail. For the money I find it quite adequate but to each his own.
Canopy and cockpit: The canopy fits on the fuselage like a glove, is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. It meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. All you have to do is remove the one-piece canopy and replace it with 3-pieces for the open version. The cockpit is well done with an instrument panel that has white outlined gauges that makes them really stand out. There is an instrument panel and stick in the rear seat to match those in the front seat. The upper half of the pilots’ seats have the harness marked that adds a nice little finish. The cockpit is rather sparse when it comes to a lot of extras but this is because the real plane was rather sparse as well.

Landing gear and stand: The gear is made from metal with rubber wheels but they do not roll. You have two-options, display the model with wheels down or up. The gear is quite simple to add or remove; it is a matter of inserting the struts in the holes of the wheel-wells or removing them and replacing them with the closed version. The model comes with a black plastic 3-piece stand that the model sits on very nicely and secure.

Pilot: Hobby Master hasn’t provided us with a pilot figure at this time but they say these will be coming soon. They will be loose so you can add the pilot or leave it out, your choice.

Fit: I’m always amazed at how they can take these parts from various molds and combine them with quite remarkable accuracy. The people designing and making the molds should be commended for their precision because without their talent there would be seams and gaps galore. 

Summation: At first glance this looks like a simple model but once you study it you will find the little touches that definitely contribute to make this a fine Texan. The complete package is one you will be glad you own. 
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

