HA1501 review USN SNJ-5, NAS Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 1956

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
The long wait for an excellent version of a 1/72 T-6 Texan or in this case the USN version, the SNJ is over and it has been well worth the wait.

If you like some color for your display area well this model fits the bill. Hobby Master has detailed and painted this SNJ to perfection. There’s no other way of saying it. Every inch of paint is flawless and every marking is superbly tampo (pad) applied to the highest standard.

The canopy comes with the option of being in the open or closed position. The closed canopy fits so well it looks like it and the fuselage are one. Absolutely clear with no hazing is what you will see when you check out the canopies.

Inside the cockpit is laid out and marked properly with gauges, sticks and seats in the front and rear compartments. The front instrument panel is a bit hard to see since it is located forward under the dashboard as it is in the real plane.

The propeller is black with yellow tips and a red spinner that goes nicely with the red around the front of the engine cowling.

The model can be displayed on or off the display stand and changing the landing gear from an up to a down position is quite easy. It’s only a matter of pulling 2 parts out of the wheel well and replacing them with 2 parts no matter which way you want the gear. There are no fiddly parts the wheels down position are accomplished by inserting the 2 landing gears into holes in the wheel wells and changing the tail wheel. The top ends of the front struts are square so there is no problem aligning them.

This was and is a simple little plane but what a plane. Hobby Master has released this model and a German Harvard HA1502 as the first of what I hope are many more. I feel Hobby Master has hit 2 home runs clear out of the park with both of these releases.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.

