HA1407 review

IDF A-4E

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
The paint and markings are of the highest quality that we expect and receive from Hobby Master model after model. Panel lines have been kept to a bare minimum and really make for a superb finish.

The entire fuselage and vertical stabilizer are made of metal with the horizontal stabilizer made of plastic. Be careful not to catch the refueling probe on the right side on anything because it is plastic and quite thin and will break easily. This model has a very good weight and it isn’t hard to determine the metal content.

The canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. The canopy on my pre-production version fits extremely well without any gaps. Inside the cockpit is a well done instrument panel with gauges outlined with white to make them distinguishable. A stick is visible and the seat is ok but only has the top section of the harness.

The landing gear simply inserts into slots in the fuselage or removes with just a little pull; attach the gear doors and place on the stand. It doesn’t get any easier than this. Either way you will have a great looking Skyhawk. All the landing gear is metal and fits nicely in place.

The model comes with a nice assortment of missiles and tanks. The two outer wing pylons are permanently attached so it is just a matter of deciding which missiles to go with. The tanks have the pylons attached and it is just a matter of inserting them into the slots under the wings and centerline. The centerline tank can’t be used if the model is displayed on the stand because the cradle where the model sits covers the slot. Mk. 82 bombs are in the works but weren’t ready for production so they aren’t available with this plane.

Hobby Master hasn’t provided us with a pilot figure at this time but they say these will be coming soon. They will be loose so you can add the pilot or leave it out, your choice.

I found everything went together very satisfactorily and didn’t leave any appreciable spaces or gaps. I don’t consider the tiny line where two molds come together unless it creates an unacceptable amount of space.

Not only is this a quality, detailed model at a great price it’s also a great choice of subject. Hobby Master shows that they are innovators and are always ready to provide us with models no other company has. I hope this is just the first in a long list of great Israeli Defense Force aircraft to come. Knowing how Hobby Master doesn’t flood the market with their models I predict that this will be a sell out and hard to find. This is one outstanding looking model.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

