HA1406 review

McDonnell Douglas A-4E Skyhawk,
VF-126 "Top Gun" Adversary 15-21059

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
I’m not going to get into anything technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.

I have to say that I’m really pleased with the paint scheme on this A-4. It is a combination of brown and tan that is applied in the usual expert manner we expect from Hobby Master. Don’t like heavy panel lines then you will be very happy with this plane. There is a very slight application of lines but I have to say they have been kept to a minimum they really accentuate the entire paint scheme. The flawless markings are another well-done job by Hobby Master. They are low-vis and applied without the least hint of smudge or missed spots.

I found the various molds are very well assembled and made with an absolute minimum of gaps. As a matter of fact after turning the model around and upside down I’m unable to find one spot where I can give a negative comment when it comes to fit and finish.

The canopy works quite well and opens and closes fairly easily. It doesn’t seem to need any amount of jiggling to get it to settle down in the closed position after being opened. A few of the former A-4s I found needed me to spend a few extra seconds to find the correct position that would unlock the canopy and allow it to sit down. There is no sign of hazing or defects in the clear portion of the canopy. The canopy opens to reveal a rather nice cockpit with pilots seat that has a harness but still no pilot. I’m told Hobby Master is working on this and I hope they will start including the figure very soon. You will find a stick and a very noticeable instrument cluster. All the gauges are outlined in white and the entire panel is situated far enough forward to allow you to be able to see it. Mind you the canopy doesn’t open fully to make viewing easy but this is the normal amount of travel for this aircraft.

Metal, well you get lots of metal with this little gem. Even the landing gear is made from metal. The wings, fuselage and tail are metal while the horizontal stabilizer is plastic to keep the model from becoming a tail-sitter. All the parts are there so you can display the model on or off the stand that is included. One word of caution when you are assembling the landing gear be very aware of the refueling probe it is quite fragile and sticks out and easily snapped off. No I didn’t snap this one off.

In the wheels up or wheels down position this is one nice plane. All the drop tanks and gear doors went in place with great ease except for the starboard main gear. I had to take a knife and scrape off the small amount of paint from the sides of the tab that is on top of the strut and pushes into the wheel well hole. The part was molded so precisely that with just this thin layer of paint it was too snug. Once it is in place there is no way you’ll have to worry about it falling off.

The model sits atop the stand in a slight nose upward position and is very secure there. The only with the Hobby Master stands that needs work is the fact that you can’t display the model on the stand with the center-line tank in position. Not a major problem just an “It would be nice to be able to” thing.

There are no major flaws or defects and to me it is a model definitely worth considering for your collection.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

