HA1403 review A-4E John McCain

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Packaging: the model comes well secured in the standard Hobby Master clear plastic shell. The top portion of the shell takes a little care when lifting. You have to move around the edge prying the top part from the lower part. Be careful not to lose your grip of the shell just as you separate the pieces or the small parts will fly everywhere. Push the 4 dimples in that are holding the wings down and the model comes loose. Hobby Master has made every effort to make these dimples soft enough to be pushed in but firm enough to hold the plane in place. Each part is located in a contoured pocket that is made to fit that part only. I can’t comment on the outer box as I only get pre-production versions in a plain white box. Hobby Master will be using a new box soon if they haven’t already started.

Paint and markings: the upper half of the fuselage is basically all light gull grey nicely broken up by blue and insignia white on the tail and insignia white on the ailerons. The under side is all insignia white and the engine air intakes are outlined in red. The paint and markings are of the highest quality that we expect and receive from Hobby Master model after model. Panel lines have been kept to a bare minimum and really make the finish superb.

Fuselage: the entire fuselage and vertical stabilizer are made of metal with the horizontal stabilizer made of plastic. Be careful not to catch the refueling probe on the right side on anything because it is plastic and quite thin and will break easily. This model has a very good weight and it isn’t hard to determine the metal content.

Canopy and cockpit: the canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. The canopy lifts up and is hinged on the back so it will stay up. It can be a bit of a pain trying to open and close it but if you remember that once you lift the canopy clear of the fuselage it slides forward just a bit and then you can continue to lift it to the open position. Closing the canopy is just the reverse, slide the canopy back and then lower. The canopy on my pre-production version fits extremely well without any gaps. The canopy on the pre-production version is the wrong canopy for an “E” variant and this is the reason for the release delay. A new mold was made to correct this problem and to provide the proper “E” variant canopy. Inside the cockpit is a well done instrument panel with gauges outlined with white to make them distinguishable. A stick is visible and the seat is ok but only has the top section of the harness.

Landing gear and stand: like all Hobby Master models you have the option of placing the model on the display stand or sitting on the landing gear. Changing between wheels up and wheels down is rather a simple task. The gear simply inserts into slots in the fuselage or remove the gear, attach gear doors and place on the stand. Either way you will have a great looking Skyhawk.

Armament and accessories: the model comes with a nice assortment of missiles and tanks. The two outer wing pylons are permanently attached so it is just a matter of deciding which missiles to go with. The tanks have the pylons attached and it is just a matter of inserting them into the slots under the wings and centerline. The centerline tank can’t be used if the model is displayed on the stand because the cradle where the model sits covers the slot.

Pilot: Hobby Master hasn’t provided us with a pilot figure at this time but they say these will be coming soon. They will be loose so you can add the pilot or leave it out, your choice.

Fit: I found everything went together very satisfactorily and didn’t leave any appreciable spaces or gaps. I don’t consider the tiny line where two molds come together unless it creates an unacceptable amount of space.

Summation: this is a model well worth the wait and I appreciate the fact that Hobby Master took the extra time to create a terrific piece of American aviation history.
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