HA1306 review

A-10A 118th F/S, 103rd FW, Connecticut ANG,118th F/S 80th anniversary
"Black Lightning"
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into anything technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.

Removed from the protective plastic shell I’m struck by the overall look of the model. This has to be my favorite Hobby Master A-10 paint scheme. The paint and markings are absolutely excellent and applied masterfully. The tiniest of markings is crisp clean and very legible, although there are a couple that will need a magnifying glass to read. The paint scheme, I just can’t say enough about this. The different shades of grey act as a backdrop for the black and yellow lightning bolts, stupendous. Panel lines in my opinion are not an issue with this plane.

The tail is made from plastic and doesn’t suffer from any type of warping or droop. The fuselage, wings, engines and landing gear all are metal. The wheels are rubber but are fixed and don’t roll. All the parts for the gear went into their respective slots with relative ease. I think I had to use one tiny drop of white glue on one bomb to get it to stay in place the rest fit very snuggly into position. 

The Hobby Master A-10 is one heavy piece of die-cast so be careful not to drop it because it will hit the floor so hard that it definitely will leave an impression in both the floor and the model.

I couldn’t wait to load this baby up with the full complement of weapons that are provided. I know some people will say it’s too bad there aren’t some more modern choices available but I have been told they are coming. With everything attached I don’t care, new or old this bird looks great with an arsenal of weapons slung under the wings and belly. I like to display my models with everything showing, whether it is on or off the stand. Problem, the usual, I can’t display the model on the stand with all the weapons, I’ll have to leave something off # 5 and # 7 pylons and the slot for # 6 pylon is needed to insert the stand. I did a little minor surgery on the stand and with the use of some Krazy Glue (not applied to the model only to the plastic stand) I now can display the model with weapons on # 5 and # 7 pylons. I will continue to ask Hobby Master to try and come up with stands that will permit using centerline weapons even when on the display stand.

The fit of all the parts is excellent when you consider there are 7 or more various molds that go together to create this model. There is a small unassuming crease where the wings join the fuselage just in front of and below the engines. There also is one small space where the engines sit on top of the fuselage, again nothing to be alarmed over. 

The canopy fits very tightly and works quite well opening and closing. The clear plastic canopy lifts to show you a well-appointed interior. All the gauges are outlined in white and are located where they are very easy to see. There is a stick but the seat lacks any type of harness and most of all lacks a pilot. This I’m told is coming.

All I can say is put this baby together, load her up and then sit back and enjoy the feast for the eyes. I hope I’m not being too subtle and you realize that I really really like this model. If you buy only one Hobby Master A-10 and I know you won’t, this is theeeee one. Enjoy!!!!!

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

