HA1305 review 

A-10A 81st TFW, 511th TFS, Bentwaters AFB, England
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The 5th A-10A release is just as heavy as the first 4. The entire fuselage and wings are made of metal except for the vertical and horizontal stabilizers. Pick this baby up and there will be no doubt that you are actually getting a die-cast model. The 3-tone paint scheme and markings are very well done and applied smoothly. The quality of paint and markings as well as the application has never been an issue with Hobby Master models. This model has a wash but it is extremely light and the panel lines, for those of you that find this a concern, definitely aren’t over done. This model probably is the best Hobby Master example of a wash and it should be just right for everyone.

The canopy is of the same high quality we know Hobby Master will provide, perfectly clear. Inside the canopy that is hinged at the rear opens to reveal outstanding looking instrumentation. The panels in front of and on each of the seat are quite detailed with white gauges on a black background. The seat could use a harness and a pilot. I’m told that a pilot will be included in the very near future, maybe even the next release.

The plane comes with the option to display it on the landing gear or on the stand that is included. Hobby Master has beefed up the stand to handle all this extra weight.  The landing gear is entirely made of metal that is required for such a hefty plane. The tires are rubber but don’t roll. There is no problem with installing or removing the gear; they simply fit into deep slots that hold them firmly in place. Hobby Master is looking at revising the gear so the lower portion of the main landing gear door that is fastened to the strut is included in future releases. I also noted that the front portion of the nose gear door should be hinged in the open position when the gear is deployed. What they have done is supply a front portion of the door but it is made so you have to insert it flat in the slot in the wheel well that now makes it closed. I’m sure Hobby Master will fix these small parts very soon.

Now for the weapons, we have a major supply of weapons with this model. There are single bombs, clusters of bombs, individual missiles and clusters of missiles. As if that weren’t enough for the first time Hobby Master even included empty pylons for you that want to display the model with partial or no weapons at all. So instead of having empty slots in the wings you can use the empty pylons to fill these and make a much more realistic model. Who says Hobby Master doesn’t listen to the requests of the collector.

The fit is excellent and I was unable to find anything that had any excessive spaces or gaps. Overall I would say this is the best A-10A Hobby Master has produced when it comes to things like armament, cockpit detail, parts fitting and finish.
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