HA1209 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
I just received my long awaited TBF-1 in the Atlantic paint scheme. The color combination has always been a very attractive one. Once again Hobby Master has done a super job with the paint and markings. They both are flawless and the white and grey paint blend properly. There are no wash or black panel lines.
The entire fuselage is metal except for the horizontal stabilizer made from plastic. Like the other TBF/Ms before it this version is just as heavy so if you like a heft factor this will please you.
The canopy is one-piece with the additional rear ball-turret and machine gun protruding from the opening. Both pieces of plastic are very clear with no distortion. The main canopy simply lifts off so you can view the cockpit interior.
The front cockpit is very well laid out with white instruments on 2 black panels. There is a stick and a good looking seat with a harness. The rear cockpit has a seat the same as the front but is sparse when it comes to anything else. The rear turret doesn’t move or open, it is strictly for looks and it does this very well. There are no crew provided but you can obtain some using the package of 5 that Hobby Master has made available at a very nominal fee. The number for the 5 WWII 1/72 pre-painted pilots is HP0001. If you need some for modern US jets there is a set of 5 1/72 pilots available HP0002.
The prop is plastic but with the paint and markings it looks like it could be metal. It is free spinning and no sign of prop droop.
Attachments include a small Pitot tube on the top edge of the left wing that requires your attention when you handle the model or you will snap it off. The underside comes with 4 attached rockets per wing and Yagi antennae. The solid bomb bay door is removable and can be replaced with a 2-piece door for the open position. This allows for the addition of a torpedo or 4 bombs that are provided.
If you want to display the model on or off the display stand with the gear down it is quite easy to add or remove the gear by inserting them into the holes provided inside the wheel wells. The landing gear is made of metal except for the strut that sticks out the back. The tires are rubber but don’t roll but since mine don’t go anywhere once they are in the display case this is fine. It definitely helps to keep the model from rolling if your display isn’t perfectly level or if you intentionally have the shelf tilted for better viewing.
I have to say that the fit and finish are very good with no unreasonable amount of space or gaps between parts. This is one of the best if not the best versions of a 1/72 die-cast TBF-1 you’ll find.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

