HA1101 review of McCampbell F6F-5 Hellcat

This review is based on a pre-production model and a few things will be different in the final release. 

The first thing I noticed was the much easier to open plastic shell packaging.  With a lot of the excess top part of the shell eliminated opening the two parts holding the model and pieces in place has made the entire procedure almost painless.

The second thing I noticed and I’m sure you will too, is the weight or should I say heft of this model. If you expect metal in your models you will be ecstatic when you pick this baby up, it definitely is one of the beefiest models that I have.

The paint is a nice gloss finish navy blue that has been nicely applied without bubbles or bumps. The excellent tampo markings that we have come to expect from Hobby Master are present on this model. Nice well defined, perfectly located stars and kill markings placed on a well proportioned fuselage and wings all combine to make this an exquisite model. The panel lines on the fuselage are not too deep or fouled by heavy black weathering, the only visible weathering is in the panel lines on the top and bottom of the wings and I would call it very light. It would have been nice if the fuselage panels could have been made to look more like the over lapping steel panels used on the real F6F but I assume every drawing and 3 view available shows a side view that looks like the panel like are scribed. These have been done in the same manner as other manufacturers and I find the model more appealing with these lines than if there weren’t any thing at all.

A couple of things on the pre-production model that won’t be on the final release model is the thought of adding a removable ammo bay cover in the left wing. Once the pre-production model was ready Hobby Master just wasn’t pleased with the look and didn’t want to release the plane with something that they obviously considered less than satisfactory. Next, the right wing tip light or nav light that is blue on the pre-production model will be green on the final release. On the underside of the model running along the rear of the fuselage you’ll find the 3 identification lights that are colored and are just enough to add some color to this almost all dark blue plane.

The propeller is free spinning and large like the full sized plane, it just looks right. The engine nacelle is the correct shape for this version of F6F. The canopy is very nice and clear and well shaped. As usual with Hobby Master planes the canopy can be changed from fully closed to open. The open option on the pre-pro leaves a little to be desired, what is the middle section that would slide back over the portion of the fuselage where the rear window is just doesn’t sit on top snuggly and doesn’t stay in place by itself. The inclusion of the rear window in this model makes it one of the earliest F6F-5s of which there weren’t many made. This has been brought to Hobby Master’s attention and they assure me that this will not be the case with the final version, all pieces will fit properly. The inside of the cockpit is very well done when it comes to the seat detail and coloring. They have placed a joy stick on the floor and it is very visible. Now for the bad part and I hope this is only on the pre-pro, there is no instrument panel. I can’t see Hobby Master not providing this in the final version so I wouldn’t be too concerned. Another thing missing from the pre-pro is the pilot but there will be one with yours.

Another feature that we have come to expect from Hobby Master is the generous inclusion of optional weaponry. You’ll find six rockets, two bombs and a 150 gallon center-line fuel tank so you can mix and match, put on or leave off whatever pieces you want. Unlike many other manufacturers that think they know what you want and permanently fasten these everything in place Hobby Master leaves the final decision up to you.

The landing gear goes on very easily and is very sturdy, it has to be because of the weight it must support. The landing gear covers are the correct version for this F6F-5.

This model isn’t absolutely perfect but it is the closest I have seen and I’m very proud to place it at the front of my display case.

