HA1008 review German AF F-104G, Jabog 31"Boelcke"
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Packaging: the model comes well secured in the standard Hobby Master clear plastic shell. The top portion of the shell takes a little care when lifting. You have to move around the edge prying the top part from the lower part. Be careful not to lose your grip of the shell just as you separate the pieces or the small parts will fly everywhere. Push the 4 dimples in that are holding the wings down and the model comes loose. Hobby Master has made every effort to make these dimples soft enough to be pushed in but firm enough to hold the plane in place. Each part is located in a contoured pocket that is made to fit that part only. I can’t comment on the outer box as I only get pre-production versions in a plain white box. Hobby Master will be using a new box soon if they haven’t already started.

Paint and markings: the quality of the paint and its application come as no surprise since it is a Hobby Master. They produce model after model with superb paint applications. A nice grey green scheme on top and a very good aluminum paint finish on the bottom. From the largest to the smallest marking they were all made and applied with exquisite detail. This always amazes me how Hobby Master can get these markings so small and still be able to read them, often with a magnifying glass but that just makes it all the more amazing. The bright orange bands on the wing tip tanks really make this a stand out. Paint and markings I would say are flawless.

Fuselage: the entire fuselage is made from metal with plastic only being used for the horizontal stabilizer and the engine air intake housings. This use of metal assures a good weight when you pick it up.

Canopy and cockpit: the canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. All you have to do is remove the one-piece canopy and replace it with the 3-pieces for the open version. The cockpit is well appointed with a green area representing the radar screen and an instrument panel that has white outlined gauges and makes them really stand out. There are black panels outlined in white on each side of the pilot’s seat that represent switches. The upper half of the pilots seat looks very impressive but the lower portion lacks any stand out features. It is rather plain looking without seat straps in place. No huge problem just could look a little more contoured instead of the flat bench look.

Landing gear and stand: the gear is made of metal and is very well shaped with no signs of excess metal ridges. Changing the model from the wheels up mode to the wheels down mode can be a bit tedious but well worth the effort. Once you have done this procedure it is quite simple the next time. This is a fairly heavy model and having metal landing gear is definitely a must. There is nothing worse than going to your models and finding one that has done a nosedive to the floor or the gear collapsed and it does a belly flop. No worry about either problem with this model. The wheels are made of soft rubber but don’t roll.

Armament and accessories: Hobby Master has issued their standard wingtip tanks and drop tanks and missiles that mount center line just behind the nose wheel housing. These parts can be left off if you so desire, Hobby Master gives you this option by not permanently attaching everything to the model. The opening in the fuselage below the cockpit houses a 20mm cannon that is mounted internally. 

Pilot: Hobby Master hasn’t provided us with a pilot figure at this time but they say these will be coming soon. They will be loose so you can add the pilot or leave it out, your choice.

Fit: overall a very nice fit but on my pre-production model there is a small gap between the fuselage and towards the front of the engine air intakes. There still is that old line inside the cockpit behind the seat and outside from the front of the windscreen to the nose cone. This is where the two halves of the mold join and it leaves this faint line. It’s not the Grand Canyon but it is slightly noticeable. I don’t find it big enough to take away from the complete package but it is there. One of my pet peeves is where and how the Pitot tube is attached to the nose. Instead of just having a small hole in the nose where a small needle sized Pitot tube could be inserted they have made the Pitot tube with a small portion of the nose as part of it. When the tube is inserted into the nose it leaves a tiny gap and if there is a 2-tone paint scheme on it and the nose the two just never seem to line up properly.

Summation: for a 1/72 model in the $30 U.S. range you can’t beat it for the metal content, quality, attention to detail and one beautiful complete package. Do yourself a favor and get one of these before they are soldout.
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