HA1006 review 

F-104S/ASA-M
Italian AF special paint scheme "last F-104"

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
Yes this is just like the other F-104s and has some fiddly little pieces for the landing gear but if you have already done one model you will be able to zip right through this one. This is only if you intend to display the plane with its gear in the down position. If you are going to display it with gear up it will only take two minutes to have the model ready. You will find the extra time it takes to get the model ready to display with the gear down very worthwhile.

The interchangeable canopies are well done, very clear and fit well without big spaces or gaps. The cockpit on this version is nice to view because the instrument panel is forward where it can be easily seen. The gauges are white on a black instrument panel so they really show up. Hobby Master even added the instruments that are found down low on each side of the pilot and they are also very nicely displayed. The seat is a very good but would be better with a pilot. The seam where the left and right halves of the fuselage come together is always most visible inside the cockpit and this model is no exception but I must say that it has been kept to an absolute minimum.

The panel lines are exquisite, no overly heavy black lines just enough to show the panels and that’s all. The paint is superb and the few markings are of the highest quality. It is a very striking color combination of red and white and although the finish isn’t the high gloss of the real plane the finish does look very nice and is quite acceptable.

All the add-ons, missiles and tip tanks attach very nicely without having to force them, the parts are very well crafted so they fit the way they should. The Pitot tube on the nose still is a problem; it has never fit flush against the nose cone and leaves a very small space between the two parts. If it hasn’t been corrected by this release I would say it wouldn’t ever be. This is only a minor annoyance.

One word of caution; be careful of the small ventral fins on the belly just behind the wings. They are only plastic and attached by two small plastic pins so any amount of pressure will snap them off.

As a complete package of quality, good pricing, a great history behind this plane, the stunning look of the colors and it is a Limited Edition of only 1200 worldwide makes this an excellent choice.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

