HA1005 review

CF-104G, CAF 439 Squadron, "Tiger Meet" 1972
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Packaging: the model comes well secured in the standard Hobby Master clear plastic shell. The top portion of the shell lifts off with a little wiggling so be careful you don’t shake it too much because all the little parts will go everywhere. 

Paint, panel lines and markings: The paint and markings are up to Hobby Master’s usual high quality. The paint is applied very smoothly with no signs of fading; it is very evenly applied. The tampoed markings are of a superior quality, well formed, bright without a smudge. Paint and markings are two things that Hobby Master has, well….. mastered. There are panel lines but with so much other black in the paint scheme the lines look quite normal and works quite well.  

Fuselage: Once again Hobby Master has used a great deal of metal. The entire fuselage tail and wings are metal while the horizontal stabilizer is plastic. Right from the nose to the correct tail this is a well-crafted model. I really like the depth of the air-intakes, they’re not just indentations and this gives it a lot more detail.
Canopy, cockpit and pilot: The canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. All you have to do is remove the one-piece canopy and replace it with the 3-pieces for the open version. The cockpit is well appointed with an instrument panel as well as a panel on each side of the pilot’s seat. The gauges on these panels outlined in white and they really stand out. The pilot’s seat looks good not just a block of plastic that leaves everything to your imagination. There is however one problem with the pilot’s seat; its empty because Hobby Master hasn’t included a figure yet. Too bad because this would have been the cockpit’s crowning glory. 

Landing gear and stand: The landing gear is made completely of metal and they have rubber wheels but none of them turn. The model comes in the wheels up arrangement and if you want the gear down it takes about 10 minutes. You have to remove the 5 closed doors and one dividing rib that separate the 2 main gear wheel wells. You insert the one-piece gear then replace the rib and add the open version for the doors. If you have already done this to another Hobby Master F-104 then it will be quite simple to do this set up. It is a bit of fiddling but a necessary evil; blame Lockheed for designing the plane this way. This is a nicely weighted model that sits firmly on the tricycle gear, no tail dragger here.

The stand is the usual Hobby Master 3-piece plastic assembly. There are 2 tabs sticking out from the top of the cradle. These tabs simply push into the 2 holes in the underside of the fuselage. The narrow part of the cradle is the front and inserts in the bigger hole just behind the 4 smaller holes that are there for a missile launcher. The second tab on the wide end of the cradle inserts into the hole just in front of the ventral fin. Since Hobby Master strengthened the vertical arm of the stand the model sits quite stable on top. The 2 tabs fit very snuggly and deep into the holes that even though there are only 2 points holding the model. Unlike its real-life counterpart there should be no worry about the model taking a sudden dive into the surface below. 

Fit: I found that when I wanted to replace the one-piece canopy I had to play with it for several minutes trying to get the 4 small tabs to fit into there respective holes all at the same time. If they don’t go in the holes simultaneously the canopy won’t sit properly. Once the canopy is in place I found my copy to fit extremely well. There are no signs of any appreciable amount of poor fit on any of the canopy parts. The wing-tip tanks took a bit of wiggling to get them on but it may have just been me. I kept thinking the wings should fit deeper in the tanks but as it turns out they fit so well that they don’t need to be manhandled into place. The front landing gear doors for the wheels down set up fit in place the best of any of the Hobby Master F-104s so far. The holes and tabs aligned well and the tabs and holes seemed to be the correct size for each other, no gluing needed here. 

Summation: 

Cons

No pilot.

The cannon on the left side below the cockpit probably should have been faired over but there is so much of it is in the black of the paint scheme that it isn’t very noticable.

The pitot tube, the infamous pitot tube. This has to be the worst thing on Hobby Master’s F-104s. Instead of having just a small hole in the nose of the model so a pin-like probe can be inserted they have a hole and a pin with a small portion of the fuselage attached. The small portion of the fuselage is painted to match the rest of the fuselage and I have yet to see these line up properly so the colored portions match. As well there always is a small gap left between the 2 pieces.

The pitot tube should have had the first section painted white with a red barber shop pole stripe along the length of it.

The center portion of the canopy is outlined in yellow while the original plane is all black.

Pros

Extensive use of metal.

Fit of parts is superb.

Paint and markings are of the highest quality.

Attention to detail is very good.

99% of the model is terrific; the other 1% is the cons I listed above.

If you are Canadian (it’s ok if you aren’t)

If you like F-104s

If you like Tiger Meet paint schemes

If you like quality and detail

If you like your die-cast to actually be die-cast (the shaping of melted metal in a mold)

This model is all these things in one great package.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

