HA0150 Ju-87D3 Italian Air Force

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
This is the seventh release of a Hobby Master Ju-87. The paint scheme is a little different from the normal German green patterns and comes as a bit of relief just because it isn’t another German Ju-87. The paint is excellent quality and the markings meet the usual high standards of previous models. There is a wash but it really doesn’t show on the darker green top half of the model but it does show on the light blue underside. I honestly think it looks rather nice because it really gives the effect of dirt and grime that you would expect to see on a plane that probably has been operating from grass strip. The wash works in this instance.

You have the option of adding 2 small bombs to each wing but the centerline bomb is fastened in place and the crutch is fixed so don’t go trying to make it operate. The Stuka is a pretty basic plane with limited weapon loads, permanently fixed down landing gear so there isn’t a whole lot of time required to set this model up. You do get an optional stand that you can use or not.

The propeller is plastic and is a little on the loose side, not tight against the fuselage as with other Hobby Master planes. The canopy is very clear and well painted and needed a little scraping of some excess plastic to make it sit perfectly in place. No big problem or effort required correcting this. Remember too this is a pre-production version so the retail release could be perfect. Inside the canopy is a nice simple cockpit with the seats, stick and white outlined gauges on a black instrument panel.

The largest portion of this model is metal so you will find a nice weight to it when handling it.

Like I said earlier this is a nice plane with a good paint job and excellent markings and is of interest if not only because it is Italian and not German. It is for this reason that I expect people will purchase this one. After 7 releases it is nice to know that there will only be one more release throughout 2008.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

